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Foreword by Timothy P. Mulligan, author of the bestselling 
Neither Sharks nor Wolves: The Men of Nazi Germany’s 
U-Boat Arm, 1939-1945.

As a boy growing up in Germany, Werner Hirschmann 
dreamed of going to sea. In 1940, he was accepted as an offi-

cer cadet in the Kriegsmarine, the German navy, and after rigorous 
training became an engineer officer in the elite U-Boot-Waffe or 
submarine service. 

Using his wartime diaries and remarkable photograph albums, 
as well as historical documents, Werner Hirschmann recounts the 
many interesting episodes in his naval career, including serving on 
a destroyer that escorted Bismarck on her last operation, U-boat 
operations in the Atlantic and Mediterranean, being besieged by 
the Americans at the U-boat base at Lorient in France, and his 
last patrol to North America in 1945, on which his submarine, 
U-190, sank HMCS Esquimalt, the last Canadian warship lost 
during the war.

Hirschmann provides a unique view of the day-to-day life of 
a U-boat officer who, like young men on both sides, did his best 
to enjoy life while trying to do his duty. An epilogue describes his 
postwar life as a prisoner-of-war in Canada and Britain. After the 
war, he moved to Canada, where he pursued a successful career 
and eventually became an honorary member of the veterans’ as-
sociation of HMCS Esquimalt.

A key feature for many readers is the technical section that 
provides a detailed pictorial tour of the Type IX/C40 U-boat, in-
cluding many previously unpublished photographs discovered in 
Canadian archives.

Another Place, Another Time was first published in 2004 and is re-
garded as a classic of U-boat literature. This paperback edition is 
printed on the same high-quality paper as the original hardcover to 
ensure the best reproduction of the many superb photos.
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A N O T H E R  F I N E  W O R K  O F  H I S T O R Y  F R O M  R O B I N  B R A S S  S T U D I O

Born in Düsseldorf in 1923, Werner Hirschmann served in the Second 
World War as an engineer officer on U-boats. After his submarine sur-
rendered to the Canadian navy in 1945, he spent a period in Canada 
and Britain as a prisoner-of-war before being repatriated to Germany. In 
the 1950s he emigrated to Canada and pursued a career in the computer 
business. He lives in Toronto, where he is a keen sailor, a member of the 
Naval Officers’ Association of Canada and an honorary member of the 
veterans’ association of HMCS Esquimalt, the warship his U-boat sank.

Donald E. Graves, one of Canada’s leading military historians, has writ-
ten extensively about the Second World War as well as the War of 1812. 
Among his other books is In Peril on the Sea: The Royal Canadian Navy 
and the Battle of the Atlantic, in which he describes the RCN’s role in 
fighting the U-boats that came close to bringing Britain to her knees. 
His most recent book is Dragon Rampant: The Royal Welch Fusiliers at 
War, 1793–1815. He lives near Ottawa with his author wife, Dianne.

“This is not ‘another book about U-boats.’ This is a unique book, 
bullied from Hirschmann some 55 years after the time described, about 

a German submariner and it is a delight to read.” The Naval Review

“When studying the U-boat war, we tend to forget that the sailors 
involved had families, girlfriends, wives, and children on the home 

front. Trying to maintain some semblance of normalcy amidst increasing 
decay in Germany was daunting, yet Hirschmann puts a very human 

face on all that was happening. He likely would have remained invisible 
to history save for the efforts of Donald Graves. … Hirschman takes a 
decidedly low-key theme in relating his wartime adventures, and that 

makes it easy to connect with what he is saying. He is not over-the-top 
in describing U-boat warfare, in fact he stresses the weeks and weeks of 
monotony, which more than offset the combat the boat saw. The book 
… is richly illustrated with photos from the author’s personal collection 

that do a wonderful job of bringing to life his time as a U-boat 
engineer.… Highly, highly recommended.” uboat.net
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