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Back by popular demand – “one of the five best 
books on the war”

Merry Hearts Make Light Days
The War of 1812 Journal of Lieutenant John Le Couteur, 
104th Foot

Donald E. Graves, editor

In June 1812, John Le Couteur, a seventeen-
year-old British officer, arrived in Halifax to 
learn that war had broken out between the 

United States and Great Britain. For the next 
three years he campaigned from Halifax to Fort 
Erie, and he left this entertaining memoir of his 
experiences of storm-tossed voyages, battles on 
land and sea, the perils of courtship, and Cana-
dian high and low society.

Though young by today’s standards, Le 
Couteur was a brave leader respected by his 
men, not least because he detested the punish-
ment by flogging common in the army of his 
time. Off duty, he was a sociable young man who enjoyed a good prank, 
loved dancing and fell in love with every pretty girl he met. 

He describes vividly the epic 50-day overland march he and his regi-
ment made from New Brunswick to Upper Canada in the dead of winter. 

When news arrived in 1814 that the war was over, he and his fellow 
officers entertained their American counterparts to dinner, and later Le 
Couteur travelled through New York State on his way back to England, 
recording his memorable impressions of his trip down the Hudson Valley. 
Not only do many recent books on the War of 1812 quote his colourful 
journal, but Johnny himself appeared as a major character in the recent 
PBS television documentary on the War of 1812.

In an article in the Wall Street Journal, Alan Taylor, author of The Civil War of 
1812, chose Merry Hearts as one of the five best books on the war: “Superbly 
edited by a leading Canadian military historian, this journal introduces readers to 
the good company of a British officer, Lt. John Le Couteur, a humane and gregari-
ous man caught up in the miseries of war.…”

304	pp	•	6”	x	9”	•	notes,	index	•	May 2012	•	978-1-896941-66-0	•	paperback $27.95

PUBLICATION HISTORY

Merry Hearts Make Light Days	was	first	published	by	Carleton	University	Press	in	1993	and	
went through three printings. It was hailed as one of the best journals to emerge from the 
War	of	1812.	This	new	edition	contains	many	more	
maps and illustrations.

“Probably the most valuable book on the War of 1812 to surface 
in years.” John Elting, author of Amateurs to Arms!
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A Matter of Honour
The Life, Campaigns and Generalship of Isaac Brock

Jonathon Riley
Foreword by Donald E. Graves

On 13 October 1812, early in the War 
of 1812, the British general in com-
mand of troops defending Upper 

Canada was killed doing the job of a captain. 
How this came to be is a question that has 
long intrigued author Jonathon Riley. Re-
vered as the “Savior of  Upper Canada” and 
commemorated by a towering monument 
on Queenston Heights, Brock is best known 
to Canadians for his vigorous measures to 
defend Upper Canada and the daring exploit 
in which he died. He is best known in the United States for managing to 
cow U.S. General William Hull into surrendering Detroit, to that gen-
eral’s eternal shame. 

Jonathon Riley describes Brock’s upbringing in the Channel Islands 
and his military career in Europe and the West Indies before he came to 
North America. Brock proved to be a leader who demanded much of his 
men but inspired their devotion. He showed his diplomatic skills in forg-
ing the alliance with native leader Tecumseh that was critical in the open-
ing conflicts of the war, including the stunning capture of Detroit, which 
Jonathon Riley describes in detail. 

Riley’s book is not only a fine biography of General Sir Isaac Brock but 
also a study in generalship by an experienced general.
Lieutenant-General Jonathon Riley, CB, DSO, PhD, MA is Director-General and Master 
of the Armouries, responsible for the Royal Armouries collection of arms, armour and artil-
lery at the Tower of London and other major museums in the UK. He spent 36 years in the 
British army, latterly as Deputy Commander of NATO ISAF in Afghanistan. Before that he 
served in senior command appointments in the Balkans, Sierra Leone and Iraq. He has an 
MA and a PhD in history and has published nine books.

352	pp	•	6”	x	9”	•	notes,	biblio.,	index	•	2011	•	978-1-896941-65-3	•	paperback $27.95

In the Midst of Alarms
The Untold Story of Women and the War of 1812

Dianne Graves 
Foreword by Donald R. Hickey

The War of 1812 has been covered in detail by many historians but they 
have usually overlooked its impact upon the lives of women who were 
caught up in the conflict. Dianne Graves brings to light the untold story 
of these women as revealed in records, memoirs, diaries and correspon-
dence. In the Midst of Alarms tells of their ordeals, adventures on land 

and sea, loves, domestic life and experience 
of war in the turbulent times they lived 
through. This is a fascinating examination 
of the lives of ordinary and extraordinary 
women and a detailed, well illustrated 
book that provides a unique insight into 
the war as experienced by women from all 
levels of society. 

512	pp	•	6”	x	9”	•	appendices,	notes,	bibliography,	
index	•	2007	•	978-1-896941-52-3	•	hardcover 
$44.95



Strange Fatality
The Battle of Stoney Creek, 1813

James E. Elliott

On a spring day in 1813 the largest amphibious 
force in American history to that point – 6,000 
troops on 140 vessels – landed near the mouth 
of the Niagara River, routed the British garri-
son and captured Fort George. Ten days later, 
near Stoney Creek, the promise of that triumph 
was smashed in a terrifying night action which 
hinged on a single bayonet charge that carried 
the American artillery and decapitated the invading army. Stoney Creek 
was one of the most decisive reversals of military fortune in the War of 
1812. Journalist and historian James Elliott has reconstructed in detail a 
night battle that cost two generals their freedom and unseated the highest-
ranking soldier in the American army.

320	pp	•	6”	x	9”	•	appendices,	notes,	bibliography,	index	•	2009	•	978-1-896941-58-5	•	
paperback $27.95

HICKEY

The first detailed account of the little-known battle that  
changed the course of the War of 1812.
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Lords of the Lake
The Naval War on Lake Ontario, 1812–1814

Robert Malcomson

Of all the struggles that took place along the bor-
der between the United States and Canada during 
the War of 1812, the one that lasted the longest 
was the crucial battle for control of Lake  Ontario. 
Lords of the Lake tells the story of the contest from 
the days of the incompetent Provincial Marine 
to the launch of the 104-gun ship St. Lawrence, 
larger than Nelson’s Victory. 
The late Robert Malcomson’s books Lords of the Lake,Warships 
of the Great Lakes, and Capital in Flames all won the John Ly-
man Book Award for naval history. 

432	pp	•	6”	x	9”	•	appendices,	notes,	bibliography,	index		•	1998	•	978-1-896941-24-0	•	
paperback $27.95

“Canada would almost certainly not exist now had the day 
turned out other wise.”  Maclean’s

Field of Glory
The Battle of Crysler’s Farm, 1813

Donald E. Graves

In autumn 1813, the largest army yet assembled 
by the United States invaded Canada, deter-
mined to capture Montreal. The fears of the 
people of British North America were laid to 
rest when outnumbered British, Canadian and 
native troops won two important victories – 
the Battle of Châteauguay and, above all, the 
Battle of Crysler’s Farm, fought on a muddy 
field beside the St. Lawrence River.

448	pp	•	6”	x	9”	•	appendices,	notes,	bibliography,	index	•	1999	•	978-1-896941-10-3	•	

paperback $27.95

The Incredible War of 1812
A Military History 

J. Mackay Hitsman • Updated by Donald E. 
Graves

J. Mackay Hitsman’s account is regarded by 
many experts as the best one-volume history 
of the conflict. It is an engrossing account of 
the causes of the war and of the campaigns and 
battles that raged on land and water, from the 
Great Lakes to the Gulf of Mexico. This new 
edition, edited by War of 1812 scholar Donald 
E. Graves, contains the entire text of the origi-
nal and much new material.

428	pp	•	6”	x	9”	•	notes,	bibliography,	index	•	1999	•	978-1-896941-13-4	•	paperback $24.95
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The British at the Gates
The New Orleans Campaign in the War of 1812

Robin Reilly • Foreword by Donald E. Graves

In 1814, Britain mounted a massive seaborne assault against the United 
States. The British terrorized Chesapeake Bay, burned public buildings 
in Washington, forcing President Madison and his cabinet to flee, were 
checked at Baltimore, and then sailed south to launch a bold  attack on 

New Orleans, which was defeated by the Amer-
icans under the inspired leadership of Andrew 
Jackson. Robin Reilly’s account of the Battle of 
New Orleans and the events that led to it is re-
garded by many experts as  unsurpassed and was 
a bestseller when it first appeared. 

420	pp	•	6”	x	9”	•	notes,	bibliography,	index	•	2002	•	978-
1-896941-25-7	•	paperback $18.95

Superb, bestselling account of the best-known battle of the War of 1812

“Brilliant and exciting and sometimes surprising interpre-
tation of the greatest battle ever to have taken place on 
 Canadian soil.” Michael Power, Brock Review

Where Right and Glory Lead!
The Battle of Lundy’s Lane, 1814

Donald E. Graves

This account of the desperate battle that took place in 1814 in sight 
of Niagara Falls has become a military history classic. In his analysis 
of the bloodiest battle ever to take place on Canadian soil, the author 

narrates the events in detail while providing an exami-
nation of the weapons, tactics and personalities of the 
opposing  armies. Where Right and Glory Lead! quickly 
established itself as a classic of musket-period history 
and its author as a leading expert on the War of 1812.

“Fair treatment of both sides in the Lundy’s Lane 
encounter … should earn this book a ‘definitive’ treat-
ment for years to come.” David Skaggs, Journal of the 
Early Republic.
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